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Who is Zyad 
Elelaimy? 


Egyptian human rights 
lawyer, former 
parliamentarian and a 
leader of the Egyptian 
Social Democratic Party. He 
was a prominent figure of the 
2011 uprising. Through his 
work as a lawyer, he has 
represented activists, 
politicians and trade unionists. 

Background: 


On 25 June 2019, Zyad was 
arrested at dawn by 
plainclothes security agents 
and held incommunicado for 
14 days. Zyad's arrest was part 
of a widespread arbitrary 
arrest campaign launched at 
the end of June 2019 that 
targeted those coordinating to 
participate in the 
parliamentary elections next 
yearthrough an opposition 
alliance called "Hope." He was 
added to state security case 
930/2019, known publicly as 
the "Hope" case, on charges 
of engaging with a terrorist 
group to help achieve its goals 
and spreading false news and 
statements. 

In December 2019 he was 
added to another 
misdemeanor case 694/2020 
accused of spreading false 
news during a BBC interview. 








Request for Trial monitoring 

Zyad El-Elaimy’s family and legal representatives are requesting a trial 
monitoring for Zyad’s upcoming hearings. 

1) February 25, hearing session in the new case 694/2020, before the South 
Cairo (Zeinhom) Tribunal Mokatam misdemeanor court; 

2) February 24-25 or 26, Renewal of detention within the “Hope Case” no 
930/2019, before Cairo Criminal Court, held in Torra Police Academy; Zyad is 
expected to have his detention renewed for another 45 days. 

3) Date not determined, hearing before the Cairo Adminstrative Court, 
demanding the immediate transfer of Zyad to the prison hospital. 
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Recent Update on Zyad’s Case 


♦On February 18, the Mokatam Misdemeanor Court heard the defense of 
Zyad El-Elaimy in a new case brought against him, in which he is charged 
with “ spreading false news” during a TV interview with British based BBC 
in 2017; 


♦On February 12, Zyad El-Elaimy’s lawyer presented a complaint before the 
Cairo Administrative Court, requesting Zyad’s immediate transfer to the 
prison hospital, so that he can receive urgently needed healthcare that is 
adequate for the life-threatening and deteriorating health conditions from 
which he is now suffering; 

♦On January 12, Zyad El-Elaimy’s detention was renewed for 45 days by the 
Cairo Criminal Court, in Case no 930 of 2019, known as the “Hope Case” 
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Renewal of Zyad’s 
pretrial Detention: 


Zyad's detention is currently 
being renewed every 45 days by 
a decision of a state security 
criminal court. The decision of 
renewal is almost automatic. The 
renewal of remand in cases like 
this one effectively turns pretrial 
detention into a punishment, 
which undermines citizens' faith 
in the justice system. There are no 
limits to the number of times the 
court can renew his pretrial 
detention. 

Important to know 
about Zyad: 


As of 25 September, Zyad 
Elelaimy was included in 
the protection program of the 

German Bundestag for 
parliamentarians and human 
rights activists at risk. 

In February 2020, German 
Parliamentarian Tobias Pfluger 
issued statements demanding 
the release Zyad El-Eleimy 
immediately and instructing the 
Federal Government must 
include this demand in the 
political and economic exchange 
with Egypt. 

see also: 

Urgent Action by Amnesty link 
Urgent Appeal by FIDH-OMCT-CIHRS link 
Brief by Carnegie on the case link 

European Parliament 
Resolution Regarding Zyad 

On 23 October, the European 
Parliament issued 
groundbreaking resolution 
2019/2880(RSP), calling on 
Egypt to unconditionally release 
Zyad Elelaimy 


Worrying Update on Zyad’s 
Health. 

Zyad El-Elaimy suffers from diabetes, hypertension, asthma and 
a stomach ulcer in addition to a rare autoimmune disease, 
which requires treatment with steroids. He has been on the 
same doses of his medications since his imprisonment in June, 
contrary to the recommendations of the doctor who had 
treated him outside the prison - who emphasized that Zyad 
needs frequent medical follow-up to adjust his doses. 

Zyad’s doctor recommended that a contrast-dye x-ray be taken 
of Zyad’s chest and abdomen. When Zyad’s defense team 
presented that request to the prison authorities, the defense 
was asked to buy the dye at its personal expense, which it did. 
Zyad’s defense attorneys were then told that the prison doctor 
“forgot” to order the abdomen x-ray, and that only the chest x- 
ray was taken, which showed pericardial effusion (an abnormal 
accumulation of fluid in the pericardial cavity). 

The prison authorities continue to refuse to give Zyad’s defense 
attorneys a medical report detailing the development of Zyad’s 
medical conditions. This has left Zyad’s defense team with no 
choice but to file a lawsuit before the Cairo Administrative 
Court, to compel the Ministry of Interior to urgently transfer 
Zyad to the prison's hospital. Prison conditions in Egypt are 
precarious, hundreds held in Egyptian prisons are at risk of an 
untimely death. In Qanater Women’s Prison, detainees issued 
an appeal announcing they would begin a partial hunger strike 
protesting intentional medical neglect in the prison, which led 
to the death of prisoner Maryam Salem, age 32, on 22 December 
2019. On January 13, a dual Egyptian-American citizen died 
while serving a 15-year prison sentence in Tora Prison. The 
inmate was diabetic, and has been staging a hunger strike to 
protest the inhumane conditions of his confinement. The 
swelling number of deaths in prisons since the beginning of the 
year underscores the imminent danger facing hundreds of 
detainees whose appeals remain largely unheard by the 
international community. This lead a group of Egyptian NGOs 
to demand ICRC oversight over Egyptian detention facilities. 

Friday 21 February marks the 
40th birthday of Zyad El- 
Eleimy 
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